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ICTUR was founded in 1987 in order to defend, extend, and raise
awareness of trade union rights and their violations worldwide.
ICTUR was founded in response to ‘an unprecedented frontal
attack on trade union rights on the part of transnational employer groups and governments
acting on their behalf’ in order ‘to take up the struggle for liberation from neo-colonialist and
transnational corporation exploitation’. The organisation is structured as a network of trade
unions, lawyers and human rights organisations. ICTUR undertakes letter writing, trial
monitoring, and research and publishing activities. Among its publications are: International
Union Rights journal (since 1993); the World Map of Freedom of Association (5™ edition,
2017); and the reference book Trade Unions of the World (7 edition, 2016). ICTUR has
consultative (roster) status with the UN ECOSOC and it is accredited to the ILO Special List
of INGOs, since 1993.
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Zenroren (National Confederation of Trade Unions) is a trade

union center in Japan representing 1.2 million workers, formed in 1989. Zenroren consists of
19 industrial federations and 47 prefectural federations out of 47 prefectures in Japan, with
particular strength organising municipal and medical sector workers. Zenroren describes itself
as the inheritor of Japanese militant union movement history. Zenroren’s principles are
independent from capital and political parties, and it pursues united action based on common
demands.
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