
 
111 Isledon Road London N7 7JW 
t 020 7697 7777 f 020 7697 7799 

w freedomfromtorture.org 

Patrons Julian Barnes • Nick Hornby • Baroness Helena Kennedy QC • Archbishop Emeritus Dr Desmond Tutu • Hanif Kureishi • John le Carré • Eric 

Lomax • John McCarthy CBE • Dame Helen Mirren • Michael Palin CBE • Sir Simon Rattle CBE • Ruth Rendell CBE • Juliet Stevenson CBE • Baroness 

Glenys Kinnock of Holyhead 

Trustees Dr Frank Margison MD FRCPsych (Chair) • Simon Erskine FCA FCIE DChA (Treasurer) • Kath Abrahams • Peter Atfield • Daniel Dayan • Lady 

Kelly • Dame Jane Roberts • Susan Munroe RGN MBA • Shahida Nasim CPFA • Dick Oosting • Prof Sir Nigel Rodley KBE PhD Hon FFFLM 

Chief Executive Keith Best TD, MA 

Medical Foundation for the Care of Victims of Torture Registered Address 111 Isledon Road, London N7 7JW Telephone 020 7697 7777 Fax 020 7697 7799 

Registered charity no: 1000340 Registered in Scotland: SC039632 Company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales no: 2398586 

 

 

16 September 2013 

 

Dear OHCHR colleagues, 

 

Please find attached a submission from Freedom from Torture (which can be abbreviated as 'FfT') for the forthcoming 

Universal Periodic Review (UPR) of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), scheduled for the 19
th
 session of the 

UPR working group in April-May 2014.    

Freedom from Torture (formerly the Medical Foundation for the Care of Victims of Torture) is a UK-based human rights 

organisation and one of the world’s largest torture treatment centres. We are the only organisation in the UK dedicated 

solely to the care and treatment of survivors of torture and organised violence. Since our foundation over 25 years ago, 

more than 50,000 people have been referred to us for rehabilitation and other forms of care and practical assistance. We 

have centres in London, Manchester, Newcastle, Birmingham and Glasgow. 

Specialist clinicians in our Medico-Legal Report Service use forensic methods to document physical and psychological 

evidence of torture. Our medico-legal reports (MLRs) are instructed for by solicitors and used in connection with survivors’ 

claims for international protection in the UK. Through our Country Reporting Programme we contribute evidence drawn from 

these MLRs, presented in an anonymised and aggregated format, to UN human rights accountability processes, including 

the UPR process.   

Our submission for the second UPR of the DRC draws on our forensic evidence of torture of women by a variety of 

state actors in the DRC mainly in non-conflict contexts, as documented by our doctors using the Istanbul 

Protocol.
1
 Our evidence demonstrates the extensive use of rape and other forms of sexual torture against women 

detained in the DRC mostly for political reasons; a variety of other torture methods used against women; extremely 

poor prison conditions; and lack of access to justice, including due process, for women victims of torture in the 

DRC. 

 

Please direct any inquiries relating to this submission to: 

Sonya Sceats 

Policy and Advocacy Manager 

Freedom from Torture 

111 Isledon Road 

London N7 7JW 

United Kingdom 

ssceats@freedomfromtorture.org 

Direct line: + 44 207 697 7766 

 

 
 

                                                           
1
 Istanbul Protocol, Manual on the Effective Investigation and Documentation of Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 

Treatment or Punishment, United Nations New York & Geneva, 2004, at para. 187, 
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/training8Rev1en.pdf 

mailto:ssceats@freedomfromtorture.org
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/training8Rev1en.pdf

