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Ref: IHRCOUNCIL/GEME/2020/305/UPR NAMIBIA September 16th , 2020

Report delivered on SIGNIFICANT HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSE BY NAMIBIA
POLICE

The International Human Rights Council IHRC, has held a meeting in the IHRC Situation
Room to look into several reports received of abuses by the police in the Republic of
Namibia, a Southern Africa nation. Ambassador/Special Envoy Dr. HAISSAM BOU-SAID
convened H.E Dr. Tivlumun Innocent Ahure the IHRC Africa Region HQ
Director/Ambassador and the executive committee to examine the nature of human rights
abuse perpetrated by the Namibia Police, factors responsible for the abuse, public
assessment of Police human rights record, effects of human rights abuse on the citizenry
and suggest ways to reduce the abuse to a barest minimum.

Delivering the opening remarks IHRC said human rights abuse by the police is a
phenomenon that is disturbing and worrisome to Namibians. He said, there exist
frightening experiences in which the citizens hardly have any complements for the police,
detest interaction with police personnel as they see it as a prelude to arrest. This has been
traced to the committal human rights abuses by the police against members of the citizenry.
It is therefore suggested that the Police need training and retraining in the area of human
rights, punish erring officers as a deterrent to others, improvement in salary and welfare
package as well as promoting community policing as a way of improving the protection of
life and property of people, which is one of the cardinal reason for their existence.

Following are some of the incidents that have been reported on the Human Rights records
of the Namibian Police recently:

On 3 March 2020, Oshikango, in the Ohangwena Region, resident David Tuhafeni died
after allegedly being assaulted by two police officers at the northern town. The family of
Tuhafeni lodged a claim against the Namibian Police (Nampol) over his death and it has
been reported that the two police officers had been arrested, appeared in court and had been
granted bail, but apparently remained on duty.
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The lawyer of Tuhafeni’s family, Norman Tjombe, was reported to have said the following
about the circumstances that led to David Tuhafeni’s death:

“Tuhafeni just wanted to know from the police why they were assaulting someone on the
streets and he never caused any commotion or altercation at all. At night while he
(Tuhafeni) was home, the two officers arrived and questioned why he (Tuhafeni) was
obstructing them from executing their duties, that is when they started to assault him. He
was later arrested and taken to the police holding cells and while there, he complained of
body pains and asked to be taken to the hospital; however, the police ignored his plea. He
was taken to the hospital the following day where he succumbed to his injuries”

– Norman Tjombe / The Namibian
On 9 May 2020, two men were allegedly assaulted by a combined contingent of Nampol
officers and Namibian Defence Force (NDF) personnel at the coastal town of Walvis Bay.

One of the men, Erastus Simon, related the experience as follows:

“When I asked why they are beating us, they said we talked too much. They continued
beating us even while we were on the ground. One officer handcuffed us while others
kicked us. An officer in an NDF uniform told his colleagues to stop and they let us go,
telling us to run home,”

– Erastus Simon / The Namibian
The two assault victims reportedly lodged a case of assault against the police and an
investigation was apparently underway.

At the start of June 2020, it was reported that six police officers assaulted two men and an
elderly woman at a homestead in the Onayena constituency of the northern Oshikoto
Region. The alleged victims of the police assault reportedly suffered multiple injuries.

Once again, the alleged assault was reported to the local police and it was reported that an
investigation was underway.

These are but some of the numerous stories of police brutality or misconduct that have
made headlines in 2020.
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At the end of October 2019, Namibia Fact Check also reported on numerous instances of
police brutality and misconduct, and showcased a multitude of examples of such brutality
and misconduct since the start of the joint Nampol-NDF crime-fighting operation titled
‘Kalahari Desert’ (initially ‘Hornkrantz’).

Another Namibia Fact Check article, from September 2019, also spotlighted the issue of
police brutality and misconduct and how the senior command of the police have been
denying the existence of the problem within their ranks.

And then there was the case of Benisius Kalola, who was shot in the back as he was
running away from military and police personnel in Windhoek’s Katutura suburb on 5
September 2019. Then defense minister, Penda ya Ndakolo, afterwards suggested in
parliament that Kalola deserved to be shot because he was an alleged criminal, despite
Kalola not having been convicted of any crime. Namibia Fact Check on that occasion also
found the minister’s statements to be false

There are many examples going back years of police brutality and misconduct involving
the Namibian Police, so it is true that Namibia also has a violent policing problem.

Yours sincerely
Amb. Dr. HAISSAM BOU-SAID
Special Envoy to Geneva
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